U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE
U.S. EMBASSY ADDIS ABABA

PEPFAR Small Grants Program Notice of Funding Opportunity

Funding Opportunity Title:   	Strengthening Community Systems for Better Linkage to Testing, Care and Treatment through Transparent and Accountable Service Provision 
Funding Opportunity Number: 	PEP-SG-FY18-02
Deadline for Applications: 		April 13, 2018
CFDA Number: 			19.029
Total Amount Available: 		$24,999 per grant


A. PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

The U.S. Embassy Addis Ababa / Community Grants Office (CGO) is pleased to announce an open competition for organizations to submit applications for programs that contribute to PEPFAR’s 90-90-90 targets by addressing one or more of the following:   

1. Outreach to at- risk children/youth on HIV prevention, including testing and awareness raising
 
2. Strengthen community demand for transparent and accountable HIV service provision at their local health facilities through identification of barriers that reduce access to and use of essential health services and undermine efforts toward effective HIV/AIDS response

3. Care and Support for PLHIV that enables them to economically support their families, encourage disclosure as appropriate, index case testing, and to initiate and remain on treatment 

Please carefully follow all instructions below.

Priority Regions:  Oromia, Amhara, Addis Ababa, SNNP  

Program Objectives: 

Youth Targeted Prevention 
The HIV/AIDS epidemic remains a public health problem in Ethiopia.  Though the most recent Demographic and Health Survey (EDHS) shows a significant drop in adult (15-49 years) HIV prevalence from 1.5% in 2011 to the current level of 0.9%, the survey also reports a declining level of comprehensive knowledge about HIV/AIDS among the youth in Ethiopia.  According to the 2016 EDHS report, comprehensive knowledge about HIV and basic self-protection methods are lowest among female and male youth age 15-17 with 23% and 34% respectively. The report also shows 40% of young people have had sex before age 18 in 2016 compared to 35% in 2005.  As well, the proportion of respondents who have never been tested for HIV is highest among women and men age 15-19 (75% and 80%, respectively) compared with 46% of women and 41% of men age 25-59. This data indicates that Ethiopians under the age of 18 are more sexually active and less informed of the threats of HIV than in past years, setting the stage for continued virus spread.   

The Government of Ethiopia and its partners seek to enhance the prevention capacity of young people through a strategic behavioral communication strategy and improved targeted testing and treatment coverage in order to bring about sustained control of the epidemic. The UNAIDS HIV prevention roadmap emphasizes the empowerment of adolescent girls, young women and populations at risk to enable them protect themselves and stay free of infection (UNAIDS HIV Prevention 2020 Road Map, 2016).  In light of the above and in accordance with the recommendation of UNAIDS, the PEPFAR Small Grants program encourages interventions targeting at- risk children/youth on HIV prevention, including testing and awareness raising through youth friendly approaches in FY18, and job skills training. The intended target groups for the youth focused prevention interventions are older OVC and vulnerable youth living on streets, adolescent boys and girls, young women who are victims of GBV, and out of school youth depending on different area contexts.

Accountable Service Provision
Currently, an estimated 613, 000 Ethiopians are living with the HIV virus (PEPFAR Spectrum, 2017).  Of this group, 78 percent know their HIV status. Among people who know their status, 85 percent are currently on anti-retroviral treatment (ART). With the growing availability of ART, achievement of optimal adherence and retention on treatment are the greatest challenges in the response to HIV/AIDS in Ethiopia thus addressing the various barriers to ART adherence is critical to facilitate the realization of the 90-90-90 target (Bonnintgon et al., 2017).  Research indicates the primary reasons for ART discontinuation include: economic constraints, perceived stigma and discrimination, medication side effects, dissatisfaction with health care services, fasting, and holy water (Bonnintgon et al., 2017). 

As stigma, discrimination, and unfavorable health care service delivery are shown to reduce access to and use of essential health services and undermine effort towards effective responses to HIV/AIDS, the PEPFAR/Ethiopia Small Grants program seeks to improve health service delivery through increased engagement of PLHIV and concerned community members in their local health facility.  The Small Grants program supports interventions that promote transparency and accountability, and improve quality of health services.  The aim of these interventions is to enhance the greater involvement of community members in the management of HIV services in health facilities,  interventions that create and strengthen mechanisms where by PLHIV can be empowered and actively involved in the planning, monitoring and evaluation of HIV services at local health facilities are encouraged.  Such activities are expected to create and/or strengthen space in the local health facilities for community members to assist in the identification of challenges or gaps in HIV health care delivery and suggest ideas to address the challenges and improve the service delivery quality.  This process should also have a positive effect in empowering community members to demand sensitive, affordable, and efficient health services from their local health facility. The program believes that strengthening PLHIV engagement in HIV service provision encourages transparent and accountable service provision, and creates a conducive environment for improvement of adherence and linkage to treatment. 

Care and Support
On the care and support front, activities that focus on addressing the complex needs of PLHIV are prioritized, including sustainable livelihood, psychosocial, encouraging family and partner disclosure, reduction of stigma and discrimination, testing of close contacts, food/nutrition and legal support. Interventions that focus on creating a supportive social environment for people to discuss disclosure-related issues, encourage index case testing, and ensure ART continuation with follow up on defaulters are expected to be the core of the overall care and support services. In addition, the program is looking for interventions that provide vocational skill trainings with link to employment/IGA’s for PLHIV or older children of PLHIV in order to offer sustainable income creation opportunities. 

B. FEDERAL AWARD INFORMATION

Length of performance period: 	12 months 
Number of awards anticipated: 	1-10 awards 
Award amounts: 	awards may range from a minimum of $5,000 to a maximum of $24,999
Type of Funding:  			FY17 PEPFAR Small Grants Funds 
Anticipated program start date:  	July 1, 2018

This notice is subject to availability of funding.

Funding Instrument Type:  Grant

Program Performance Period: Proposed programs should be completed in 12 months or less. 

C. ELIGILIBITY INFORMATION

1. Eligible Applicants

The following organizations are eligible to apply:  
· Not-for-profit organizations, including civil society/non-governmental organizations
· Networks/coalitions 
· Religious and faith-based groups; 
· Professional associations 
· Organizations representing people living with HIV/AIDS 
· Women’s empowerment groups 
· Youth organizations
· Justice and rule of law groups 
· Groups representing other populations highly affected by the epidemic, such as persons with disabilities, vulnerable woman and girls 
· Community associations

2. Other Eligibility Requirements
· Demonstrated prior experience implementing HIV/AIDS prevention focused on youth groups and/or care and support projects;
· Applicants must reflect an emphasis on empowerment and engagement of persons living 
with HIV/AIDS, and other community-based groups, including faith-based organizations.

· Any awardee must be an entirely local group

Applicants must not be current PEPFAR fund recipients, and should not duplicate already-existing PEPFAR-supported services in their geographic area.

D. APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION
1. Address to Request Application Package:  AddisCommunityGrants@state.gov 

2. Application forms required below are available at:  https://et.usembassy.gov/embassy/addis-ababa/funding-opportunities/ 

Please follow all instructions below carefully. Proposals that do not meet the requirements of this announcement or fail to comply with the stated requirements will be ineligible.

Content of Application
Please ensure:
· The proposal clearly addresses the goals and objectives of this funding opportunity
· All documents are in English
· All budgets are in U.S. dollars
· All pages are numbered
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Sample application attached, but organizations can create their own

The following documents are required: 
1.  Mandatory application forms
· SF-424 (Application for Federal Assistance – organizations) 
· SF424A (Budget Information for Non-Construction programs) 
· SF424B (Assurances for Non-Construction programs) 

2. Summary Page: Cover sheet stating the applicant name and organization, proposal date, program title, and brief purpose of the program.

3. Proposal: The proposal should contain sufficient information that anyone not familiar with it would understand exactly what the applicant wants to do, where they intend to implement, and clearly states the intended positive achievements. You may use your own proposal format, but it must include all the items below.  

· Proposal Summary: Short narrative that outlines the proposed program, including program objectives and anticipated impact.

· Introduction to the Organization applying: A description of past and present operations, showing ability to carry out the program, including information on all previous grants from the U.S. Embassy and/or U.S. government agencies.

· Problem Statement: Clear, concise and well-supported statement of the problem to be addressed and why the proposed program is needed

· Program Goals and Objectives:  The “goals” describe what the program is intended to achieve.  The “objectives” refer to the intermediate accomplishments on the way to the goals. These should be achievable and measurable.

· Program Activities: Describe the program activities and how they will help achieve the objectives. 

· Program Methods and Design: A description of how the program is expected to work to solve the stated problem and achieve the goal.  Include a logic model as appropriate. 

· Proposed Program Schedule and Timeline:  The proposed timeline for the program activities.  Include the dates, times, and locations of planned activities, events and indicators to be measured. 

· Key Personnel: Names, titles, roles and experience/qualifications of key personnel involved in the program.  What proportion of their time will be used in support of this program?  

· Program Partners:  List the names and type of involvement of key partner organizations 

· Program Monitoring and Evaluation Plan:  Throughout the time-frame of the grant, how will the activities be monitored to ensure they are happening in a timely manner, and how will the program be evaluated to make sure it is meeting the goals of the grant?  

· Future Funding or Sustainability Applicant’s plan for continuing the program beyond the grant period, or the availability of other resources, if applicable.

4. Budget Justification Narrative:  After filling out the SF-424A Budget (above), use a separate sheet of paper to describe each of the budget expenses in detail.  

Please note:  If selected, applicants will be asked to obtain a Unique Entity Identifier and register on the System for Award Management (SAM.gov) 


3. Submission Dates and Times

Applications are due no later than April 13, 2018
4. Funding Restrictions

PEPFAR Small Grant Funds cannot be used for salaries, project vehicles or other overhead costs.

See section H for budget guidelines

a. Other Submission Requirements

All application materials must be submitted by one of the following methods:

· Email to: 	AddisCommunityGrants@state.gov 
· Mailing address:  
Ambassador’s Community Grants Office
U.S. Embassy Addis Ababa
P.O. Box 1014,
Addis Ababa
· Fax: 	0111-24-24-31

E. APPLICATION REVIEW INFORMATION

1. Criteria

Each application will be evaluated and rated on the basis of the evaluation criteria outlined below. Maximum point total is 100. 

Quality and Feasibility of the Program Idea – 45 points:  The program idea is well developed, with clear description of the problem, proposed intervention and implementation strategy on how program activities will be carried out. The proposal includes a reasonable implementation timeline.   
Organizational Capacity and Record on Previous Grants – 20 points: The organization has expertise in its stated field and has the internal controls in place to manage U.S. Government funds.  This includes a financial management system and a bank account.

Budget – 20 points: The budget justification is detailed and clear.  Costs are reasonable in relation to the proposed activities and anticipated results. The budget is realistic, accounting for all necessary expenses to achieve proposed activities. 
Monitoring and evaluation plan – 10 points: Applicant demonstrates it is able to measure program success against key indicators and provides milestones to indicate progress toward goals outlined in the proposal. The program includes output and outcome indicators, and shows how and when those will be measured.
Sustainability – 5 points: Program activities will continue to have positive impact after the end of the program.

2. Review and Selection Process

A Review Committee will evaluate all eligible applications.  Ensure your proposed project; geographic location and identified target population are in line with the PEPFAR priorities and the current national policies and strategies.  

F. FEDERAL AWARD ADMINISTRATION INFORMATION

1. Federal Award Notices

The grant award will be written, signed, awarded, and administered by the Grants Officer. The assistance award agreement is the authorizing document and it will be provided to the recipient for review and signature by email. The recipient may only start incurring program expenses beginning on the start date shown on the grant award document signed by the Grants Officer.

Issuance of this NOFO does not constitute an award commitment on the part of the U.S. government, nor does it commit the U.S. government to pay for costs incurred in the preparation and submission of proposals. Further, the U.S. government reserves the right to reject any or all proposals received.

Payment Method:  Three grant disbursements will be provided through electronic transfer to grantee’s bank accounts. Disbursements will be made at the beginning, mid-project and after required reporting requirements are met.

2. Administrative and National Policy Requirements

Terms and Conditions: Before submitting an application, applicants should review all the terms and conditions which will apply to this award, to ensure that they will be able to comply.  
Note the U.S Flag branding and marking requirements in the Standard Terms and Conditions.  

3. Reporting

Reporting Requirements: Recipients will be required to submit financial reports and program reports.  The award document will specify how often these reports must be submitted.   

G.  FEDERAL AWARDING AGENCY CONTACTS
If you have any questions about the grant application process, please contact the Addis Community Grants Office at: 

Tel. (Office): 0111-30-65-33 / 0111-30-61-52
Fax: 0111-24-24-31
E-mail: AddisCommunityGrants@state.gov 

FAQ will be posted on https://et.usembassy.gov/embassy/addis-ababa/funding-opportunities/ up- dated during the open season for applications to answer questions from all potential applicants.  
H.  OTHER INFORMATION 
Guidelines for Budget Justification
Monitoring and Evaluation costs: Not to exceed 5% per project
Supplies: List and describe all the items and materials.  If an item costs more than $5,000 per unit, then put it in the budget under Equipment.
Contractual: Describe goods and services that the applicant plans to acquire through a contract with a vendor.  Also describe any sub-awards to non-profit partners that will help carry out the program activities. 
Other Direct Costs: Describe other costs directly associated with the program, which do not fit in the other categories. For example, shipping costs for materials and equipment or applicable taxes. All “Other” or “Miscellaneous” expenses must be itemized and explained.
 “Cost Sharing” refers to contributions from the organization or other entities other than the U.S. Embassy.   It also includes in-kind contributions such as volunteers’ time and donated venues.
Alcoholic Beverages:  Please note that award funds cannot be used for alcoholic beverages. 








